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To THE EDITOR & You 
Work all your life... then you're 'retarded' 

Gov. Bush wants second term 

After a vacation break, the teacher 
asked her small pupils to write how 
they spent the holidays. One small 
boy's efforts sounded like this: 

"We always used to spend Christ- 
mas with Grandpa and Grandma. 
They used to live here in a big brick 
home, but Grandpa got retarded and 
they moved to Florida. 

"Now they live in a place with a lot 
of other retarded people. They all live 
in little tin boxes. 

"They ride on big three-wheeled 
tricycles, and they all wear name tags 
because they don't know who they 
are. They go to a big building called a 
wrecked hall, but if it was wrecked 
they got it fixed because it is all right 
now. They play games and do exer- 
cises there, but they don't do them 
very good. 

"There is a swimming pool there. 
They go into it and just stand there 
with their hats on. I guess they don't 
know how to swim. 

"As you go into their park, there is 
a doll house with a little man sitting in 
it He watches all day so they can't get 
out without him seeing them. When 

they can sneak out, they go to the 
beach and pickup shells that they think 
are dollars. 

"My Grandma used to bake cook- 
ies and stuff, but 1 guess she forgot 
how. Nobody cooks; they just eat out 
in fast-food restaurants. Some of the 
people are so retarded that they don't 
know how to cook at all, so Grandma 
and Grandpa bring food into the 
wrecked hall and they call it "pot 

luck". 
My Grandma says Grandpa work- 

ed all his life and earned his retard- 
ment. I wish they would move back up 
here, but I guess the little man in the 
doll house won't let them out. 

"It was sure great for me to get 
back home again!" 

Submitted by a reader 
for your enjoyment 

From an elementary school po- 
dium in Midland, Gov. George W. 
Bush last week announced his re-elec- 
tion bid for a second term. 

This 51-year-old Republican, who 
has reported a campaign war chest of 
$ 13 million, is expected to face Demo- 
cratic Land Commissioner Garry 
Mauro in the Nov. 1998 election. 

"I propose that we begin the new 
century by putting and end to social 
promotion in Texas school," Bush 
said. "We must recognize that self- 
esteem is not taught but learned by 
teaching our children to read and write 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 
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Let' shook Back... 

24 & 48 YEARS AGO 
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Feb. 1,1973 
Sheriff Doc Mueller announced 

the employment of B.H. Fillmon as 
the new night patrolman for Colorado 
County Sheriffs office... 

Three members of the Garwood Jr. 
High Band were recently named to the 
Regional Jr. High Band: Clayton 
Smith, Michael Lanier and Frankie 
Rodriguez... 

Purchase a 1998 Grizzly, Kodiak, Wolverine or 
Big Bear 4WD and get a Warn 2000# Winch 

Rioux Farm 
Equipment 

711 E. Jackson El Campo 

543-6901 
YAMAHA 

(409) 
2000 lb. Warn Winch. * Winch & Plow offers include any 1998 ( or new prior year) Grizzly. Kodiak. Big Bear 
4WD. Wolverine. Installation not included. 

* ATVs with engine sizes of 90cc or greater are recommended for use only by those age 16 and older • Yamaha 
recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safely and training information, see your 
dealer or call ATV Safety Institute at 1 -800-887-2887 • ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: 
Always avoid paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective 
clothing: near carry passengers: never engage in stum riding: riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix; avoid excessive 
speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 

Navy Petty Officer Second Class 
Gene A. Austin, son of Clifford 
Austin of Altair, has left his homeport 
of Mayport, Fla., for extended opera- 
tions in the Middle East area aboard 
the destroyer USS Noa... 

Miss Connie Louise Hoffman, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Leo Hoff- 
man of Nada, became the bride of 
James Louis Cranek, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Louis Cranek Jr. of Garwood, 
in a pretty ceremony at two o'clock in 
the afternoon Saturday, Jan. 20th, in 
St. Mary's Church in Nada... 

Rice High School basketball 
coach Jack Crammer reports that 
three Raiders shared in the honor of 
being "Cager of the Week": Lonnie 
Flowers, Roger Stienke and Law- 
rence Dancy... 

A party was given honoring 
Bryon Johnson on the occasion of his 
third birthday in the home of his 
grandmother, Mrs. Betty Jean Swan- 
ner, on Sunday evening from three to 
five o'clock... 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawton C. Walsh of 
Baton Rouge, La., announced the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Anna 
Louise, to Kenneth Lee Mermis, son 
of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Mermis Jr. 
of Great Bend, Kansas. The bride- 
elect is the granddaughter of Mrs. 
William Waddell and the late Mr.'' 
Waddell of this city... 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Anderson 
are the proud parents of a baby boy 
born Jan. 20 at 1:54 p.m. in the Gulf 
Coast Medical Center in Wharton. 
The little man weighed six pounds, 
one ounce, and measured 19-1/2 
inches long. He has been named Dar- 
ryl Wade... 

Mrs. Nora B. Weir, a native of 
this county and a long-time resident of 

^Holidays start at home** 

Victorian, 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths San Antonio, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths 

Start yours with a new Jim Walter Home 
This holiday season, see how easy it has 

become to build a new |im Walter home. 

No Money Down, No 
Points, No Closing Costs 
and 8.5% APR* Fixed-Rate 
Mortgage Financing 
are available to every qualified property owner. 
Get approved quickly with our 48-hour credit 
check. Best of all, your representative will calcu- 

late your monthly payments to fit your budget. 

Each )im Walter home is traditionally built 
on your lot, Not Prefab/Not Mobile. We'll 
completely finish the exterior of your new home, 
with your choice of a variety of interior option 
packages to finish the interior up to 100% 
complete. 

We invite you to visit our model home 
center and select a home that will inspire very 
special celebrations for you and your family for 
many years to come. 

JimQalter HOMES 
THE NATION'S LARGEST ON-YOUR-LOT HOMEBUILDER   OVER 325,000 BUILT SINCE 1946 

Call 1-800-492-5837 ext 60 for a free brochure, mail the coupon, visit our 
web site at http://www.jimwalterhomes.com or visit your nearest model home center. 

ROSENBERG, TEXAS 
26611 Hwy. 59 (Southwest Freeway) 

713-342-8607 
Open 7 days a week. Weekend Hours-Sat. 8 A.M. to 6 P.M., Sun. 1 P.M. to 6 P.M. 

*8.5% APR lixed-rale mortgage linancing oiler good lo December 31,1997. No oilier oilers or 
discounts apply. Prior sales excluded. Walkways and shrubs are not included in the standard ottering 
Stale License Numbers: Al-523. AR-HB1003, AZ-032077. FL-CRC052378, MS-R00356 NM-017647. 
NC-10840, SC-10773. TN-23042, VA-2701010439A. WV-0O8536. ©Jim Waller Homes. Inc. 1997. 
Copyright strictly enforced. In Louisiana, Jim Waller Homes ol Louisiana, Inc 

Please send me your free brochure with more than 30 home 

designs and information about building on my property.      N1197 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone 

Mail to: Jim Walter Homes P.O. Box 31601, Tampa, FL 33631-3601 

Eagle Lake, passed away in Autumn 
Hill Nursing Home in Richmond last 
Thursday morning, Jan. 25th. 

Oct. 28,1949 
Mrs. Leroy Briggs has agreed to 

be a Den Mother for a new Cub Scout 
Den for eight-year-old boys who are 
this year eligible to join the Cubs... 

Simon S. White has received the 
commission as cadet technical serg- 
eant, D Company, Field Artillery Te- 
xas A&M cadet corps... 

T.P. Dowdy of the Shell Oil Co. 
left this week for Elk City, Okla., 
where he expects to be for several 
months... 

Mr. & Mrs. James Dutcher took 
Mrs. Will Walker and daughter to 
Hamilton Sunday for a visit with Mr. 
& Mrs. Chester McGehee and four- 
week-old son... 

E.H. Booth, City Manger, re- 
turned to Eagle Lake Wednesday after 
attending a three-day convention of 
the Texas League of Municipalities at 
the Buccaneer Hotel in Galveston... 

Halloween costumes, masks and 
noisemakers are being assembled this 
week to be worn in the costume parade 
which will open the Halloween cele- 
bration here Monday, Oct 31st... 

Lester Herman, reporter of the 
local F.F. A. Chapter, was elected 2nd 
vice president of the Wharton District 
F.F.A. Organization at a meeting last 
week. LJ. Rosprim, advisor of the 
local chapter, was elected secretary of 
the District Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers Organization... 

Viola Willis of Eagle Lake was 
awarded the Ellen Lurker scholar- 
ship of $300 for a three year nursing 
course by District 20 of the Texas 
Graduate Nurses Association... 

Seems a big crowd of Eagle Lakers 
were on hand in Austin last Saturday 
to see that now famous Rice Field goal 
in the last ten seconds of the game with 
Texas. Among those atMemorial Sta- 
dium were Messrs. and Mesdames 
G.C.Duncan, I.V. Duncan, Joe Fra- 
zar, Ben McElhinney, Jim Clipson, 
Jack Grieves, Ernest Frnka, Mar- 
vin Tyler, Ernest Seaholm, O.L. 
Mill, Louis Muzny and Mr. & Mrs. 
Joe D. Luna and son, Dick... 

Betty Kay Meitzen, daughter of 
(See 24 & 48, Page 4) 

and add and subtract." 
Bush outlined his campaign plat- 

form as follows: 
•Require public school students to 

pass the Texas Assessment of Aca- 
demic Skills exam in third, Fifth and 
eighth grades before advancing to the 
next grade. 

•Offer more advanced training for 
teachers. 

•Exempt businesses with sales of 
$ 100,000 or less from paying the state 
franchise tax. 

•Enact tax credits for companies 
doing research and development 

•Put more state money into child 
care. 

•Establish live-in facilities for 
pregnant, unwed teen-agers. 

•Allocate more state money to en- 
courage prosecutors to litigate statu- 
tory rape cases. 

35 Candidates Have Filed 
Dec. 3 marked the First day for 

statewide candidates for political of- 
fice to File. Some 35 candidates had 
ofFicially declared as of Dec. 4. Jan. 2 
is the last day for candidates to File. 

There are no Democratic incum- 
bents for the state's top six elected 
ofFices. Last week, two-term Attorney 
General Dan Morales, a democrat, 
decided not to seek re-election. Court 
of Criminal Appeals Justice Morris 
Overstreet of Amarillo, who is a 
Democrat, has announced his bid to 
succeed Morales. Supreme Court of 
Texas Justice John Cornyn is seeking 
the GOP nomination for attorney 
general. 

Roofing Decision Postponed 
After listening to homeowners' 

concerns over a proposed rule that 
would give discounts only to those 
who install new hail-resistant roofs, 
Insurance Commissioner Elton 
Bomer postponed a decision, saying 
he would take more time to study the 
issue. 

At a public hearing last week, a 
homeowner who said his house has a 
durable concrete tile roof, complained 
that he would not qualify for the pro- 
posed discounts because his roof is not 
new. 

Under the proposal, discounts 
could be as much as 35%, depending 
on the area of the state and the type of 
roof purchased. Discounts would 
apply to asphalt composition shingles 

and concrete tile roofs that have been 
certified as impact-resistant by Un- 
derwriters Laboratories, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported. 

Use of Force Rules Proposed 
Following Texas sheriffs' opposi- 

tion, proposed state guidelines on use 
of force against jail inmates are 
doomed, according to The Brazosport 
Facts, a daily newspaper in Brazoria 
County. 

Texas Commission on Jail Stan- 
dards executive director Jack Crump, 
who proposed the new regulations 
after viewing a Brazoria County vide- 
otape allegedly depicting abuse, told 
the newspaper he has changed his 
mind. 

The proposal - which would re- 
quire operators of county jails andfor- 
profit prisons to submit for commis- 
sion review policies on use of force 
against inmates - was expected to die 
at the panel's meeting last week. 

Crump and the nine governor- 
appointed members of the jail com- 
mission say they have been over- 
whelmed with negative feedback 
from Texas sheriffs in the months af- 
ter publishing the proposal in the state 
register. 

A videotape of a Sept 1996 jail 
shakedown snowed Capital Correc- 
tional Resources Inc. guards and Bra- 
zoria County deputies using what 
some state officials contend was ex- 
cessive force against Missouri in- 
mates. 

Other Capital Highlights 
•Gov. Bush appointed his lawyer, 

Alberto R. Gonzales, to replace Tony 
Garza as secretary of state. Garza re- 
signed last month to seek the GOP 
nomination for land commissioner. 
Gonzales' appointment requires state 
Senate approval. 

•Three nationally established lot- 
tery contractors submitted cost pro- 
posals and letters of intent to run 
Texas Lottery instant-ticket games 
and on-line games. GTECH, the cur- 
rent operator, did not submit a pro- 
posal. It has filed a lawsuit challeng- 
ing the rebidding of its multimillion 
dollar contract to operate the Texas 
Lottery. 

•State Comptroller John Sharp, a 
Democrat and Agriculture Commis- 
sioner Rick Perry, a Republican, are 
candidates for lieutenant governor. 
Both are Texas A&M graduates and 
friends of agriculture. And both have 
good pitches for the endorsement of 
the influential Texas Farm Bureau. 
Vernie Glasson, executive director of 
the Bureau - whose son works for the 
comptroller's office - said he"told 
John and Rick this is the race from 
hell." 

Restoring UP's name 
By Richard K. Davidson, CEO, Union Pacific Corp. 

As you're reading this, it is likely   at UP's Global One yard near Chi- 
that a Union Pacific freight train is 
rolling through the spectacular Feath- 
er River Canyon in California. Freight 
containers are being loaded on a train 

Pharmacy & Your Health 

EAGLE LAKE DRUGSTORE 
Steve K. Balas, RPh 

702 South McCarty • Eagle Lake • 234-2502 
•Patient Counseling • We Accept Master Card, VISA, Discover & 

American Express -Insurance Plans: Blue Cross, NPA, PCS, Pro- 
Serve, Sanus, PAID, Texas Medicaid 

24 Hour Emergency Phone: 234-3834 

Aspirin Lowers Heart Attack Risk 
Eight years ago a study of approximately 22,000 healthy men reported 

in The New England Journal of Medicine showed that men who took 325 
mg of aspirin every-other-day for 4 years experienced an almost 50% 
reduction in the risk of a first heart. In a different study of 17,000 men and 
women, it was determined that those who took 162 mg of aspirin (one-half 
of an adult tablet) within 24 hours of heart attack symptoms (chest pain) 
and each day for the next 30 days were less likely to die or have another 
heart attack than persons who did not take aspirin. 

Recently the American Heart Association (AHA) issued a statement 
for healthcare professionals regarding the use of aspirin as a heart attack 
preventative. The AHA statement, which occurred in the journal Circula- 
tion, indicated that: 

■ Up to 10,000 American lives could be saved annually if persons took 
aspirin during the development of a heart attack. 

■ Despite the clear benefits to heart patients, the use of aspirin for the 
treatment of acute heart attacks remains under used by physicians. 

■ A daily dose of 75 to 325 mg should be considered for persons who are 
at risk for heart attack, stroke, or mini-stroke. 

cago. And a trainload of goods for 
Mexico is crossing the flat mesquite- 
studded S. Texas prairie. 

They are among the approxi- 
mately 2,000 trains that UP operates 
every day - just about equal to the 
number of news stories in the past 
month that have implied that we 
barely are running any. 

To set the record straight, UP has 
encountered serious service problems 
at various points on its 36,000-mile 
rail system. We are taking total re- 
sponsibility for these problems and all 
53,000 of us truly are sorry to have let 
down our customers. 

To counter these service inter- 
ruptions, we have put into place a 
most aggressive and far-reaching 
service recovery plan. 

Already, results are evident. Con- 
gestion is being eliminated as opera- 
tions in key yards such as Fort Worth 
are returning to normal. Sidings are 
clearing up and the backlog of traffic 
is being worked off. Overall, we ex- 
pect to restore normal levels of service 
across our entire system in Dec. 

UP has been hiring throughout 
1997 and will add 3,300 employees 
this year with 1,000 of them headed 
for Texas where we have 8,000 em- 
ployees. We plan to hire another4,000 
next year, with a large number of them 
slated for Texas. 

These new hires, along with our 
current employees, are committed to 
making our merger the solution to our 
service setbacks. The merger is right 
on track and, as part of our recovery 
plan, implementation is even being 
accelerated by several months. With- 
out the merger and our investment in 
the aging SP system, problems would 
have been worse with no long-term 

(See UP, Page 8) 

Call Crime Stoppers • 234-5555 • It Pays Rewards 

L. 


